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News: 
Welcome to the May edition of the Grade Five Newsletter for 2018! The Grade Five                             
Newsletter will keep you up to date with current events, news and important dates. We aim                               
to publish a new newsletter every four weeks.  
 
Term 2 has progressed well. Students have completed NAPLAN and assessment and should                         
be very proud of how they tackled this challenge! 

English 
BY LILY AND SOPHIE 
 

The grade five students have been doing very well in 
English. They have been doing narrative and 
persuasive writing to practise for NAPLAN. A narrative 
writing piece is a story that can range greatly in length, 
however the grade fives have been doing short stories. 
A persuasive piece is trying to persuade someone else 
to think the same thing as you.  

After NAPLAN the grade five students started on hard 
news. A hard news piece is a news article about a 
certain topic or subject. They have been learning how 
to fit who, what, when, where, why and how in the first 
two paragraphs. They have been learning this so that 
they will know how to use different types of writing 
styles.  

They have also been writing letters to home about the 
ANZAC Gallipoli campaign and how it might have felt, 
looked, smelled, sounded and tasted. Students wrote as if they were soldiers fighting in the 
war. 

“I think that hard news is a real challenge for grade five students, but when they get the 
hang of it they experience a real sense of accomplishment,” said Mr. Tranter of grade five.. 



When they were practicing narrative and persuasive writing students split into four groups 
to plan and write their pieces. Each group went into a different classroom and the whole of 
grade five participated and wrote their pieces.  They all did very well! 

Mathematics 

By Tilli and Summer.  
 

Grade five students of Rosebud Primary have been working hard in maths throughout the 
past month. They’ve been working to improve their knowledge of maths. The students have 
been improving by playing appropriate games such as: Maths Pack-Man, Simon Says 
Angles and Multiplication Knockout. Students have also been doing partnered work to solve 
problems and improve on social skills.  Students have been working on area and perimeter, 
12/24 hour time, fractions & decimals, temperature and degrees. 

“We plan our maths so that all students have a challenge when learning. When completing 
work like maths activities, we give them their set work, but the students always have the 
opportunity to complete more difficult work or teach a skill to their peers. If you can learn 
the skill, teach the skill then you can remember the skill!” said miss Hedin.  

When asked about her famous puns in class, Miss Hedin replied, “Any opportunity to crack a 
pun; I will always take it. Whether it will be received with laughs or groans, I’ll never know, but 
I will never stop!”  



Here is an example: Why was the triangle so grumpy? Because he woke up on the wrong 
SIDE of the bed...three times! (Give her a ROUND of applause!)   
 
Recently Grade 5 have been doing testing so the grade five teachers can accurately 
pinpoint their needs. We have streamed groups for maths, meaning students can work at 
different levels to improve their learning, giving them a challenge along the way. 

 

Inquiry 
By Lucille and Harmony 

 

During the last few weeks, grade fives have been looking at Australian history and 
specifically the First Fleet. It’s important to learn how Australia has become a nation and 
how Australia has developed over time. 

Grade fives have been working on First Fleet posters about convicts, ships colonies, etc. 

 ‘I think that it is really important for students to learn about how Australia became a nation 
and how we have changed as a people,’ quoted Mr Tranter, grade five teacher.   

During the week of ANZAC Day grade fives wrote an ANZAC letter as if they we were a 
soldier in World War One on Gallipoli Beach. They have learnt about all the things the 
soldiers had to do.  

‘I enjoyed the ANZAC letter writing and I liked visualising how it would feel to be a soldier in 
World War One,” said one grade five student. 

Also, students have done drawings of how the indigenous people were living and how it 
changed when the First Fleet people came and how the English came to live. The two 
drawings were very different, you can see how different the indigenous and the English 
lived. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
NAPLAN 
 

By Phoebe and Caleb 
 

Last week, years three and five students participated in a series of tests called NAPLAN (the 
National Assessment Program- Literacy and Numeracy). 

Thousands of students took the test in their classrooms. They sat in silence, whilst listening 
to the teacher instruct them what to do. 

NAPLAN is the measure through which governments, schools, teachers and parents can 
determine whether or not young Australians have the literacy and numeracy skills that 
provide the critical foundation for other learning and for their productive and rewarding 
participation in the community. 

NAPLAN also tests the important skills that are essential for every child to progress through 
school and life, such as reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy. It tests skills in 
literacy and numeracy that are developed over time through the school curriculum and 
every day in the classroom. 

Hopefully everyone gets good results! 

Cross Country 
By Caleb 

On the 8th of May, the whole school participated in a race along the foreshore called cross 
country. The students would wait for this day all year hoping to come in the top 8 and go to 
districts at a later date. 

The kids sprinted across the long track, puffing and panting, trying to get ahead of 
everyone and win the race. Winner of the age 11 girls race, Lexi Longhurst, said that she felt 
proud and happy that she would get to go to districts. She later came 8th in districts. Well 
done to everybody who participated! 

 

 



Grandparents’ Day 

By Lily and Sophie 

On Monday the 21st of May, our school had Grandparents day. All the students had their 
grandparents/special people come to our school. On that day the students did interviews, 
board games, colouring-in and tours around the school. All the grandparents/special people 
bought a platter of food to share with all the other grandparents. 

When all the people arrived they put their food platter in the hall to share. The students all 
made their own board games to play with their grandparents. The board games were all 
either recreations of other games, or their own creation. The students spent two sessions 
working on the games. 

One of the students of 5B said, “I took my Nan around the school and played the card game 
I made and we played on the big adventure and had lunch with her.” 

A student from 5A said, “I showed my Grandma and Pop some of my work books. I played 
Jenga and I gave them a tour around the school.”  

Everybody had a lovely time! 

Homework 
Homework is handed out on a Monday and due the following Monday. The students receive 
a small maths sheet to revise maths concepts and a reading log. This reading log needs the 
students to log five sessions of reading a week and it needs to be signed off by a parent at 
the end of the week. Homework is not supposed to be a stressful activity, so if your child is 
worried in any sort of way, please come and have a chat to the grade five teachers. The 
whole idea of homework is to develop good routines and for your child to develop initiative 
and effective time management skills.  

Upcoming events 

● Wear Your Beanie Day- 4th of June 
● Division Cross Country- 6th of June 
● Darnum Primary School Visit- 12th of June 



Shane Tranter, Jody Hedin & Sarah Trickey 


